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Acutely Necessary Goal 


T IS absolutely imperative that our people shall be in- 
formed if they are to be enlisted. Intelligence and 
integrity are the very life-blood of a democracy. Just 

here the opportunity of our church papers comes in, and 


theirs is an incomparable opportunity. 


Every church home in the land ought to get every week 
the denominational paper. May God hasten the realiza- 
tion of this acutely necessary goal! And may he also give 
needed wisdom for the editors and all others who write for 


these papers! 


To the faithfully discriminating, constructive, Christian 
paper, the denomination owes an immeasurable debt of 
gratitude. By all means, let us all worthily magnify our 
denominational papers. They furnish our supreme medium 
for informing our people. And let us pray, without ceas- 
ing, that the editors and all others who write for these papers 
shall be clothed with God’s wisdom and Spirit for their 
exalted mission! Beyond question, our papers largely hold 
the key to our denominational spirit and progress.—The 
Late GEORGE W. TRUETT. Adapted. 


Church Paper Week, October 9-16 
Presbyterian Men’s Goal for This Year: 


50,000 New Subscribers 














Letters to the Editors 





Wants Visitors Between US-USA Churches 





Acquaintance Breaks Down Barriers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

tecently it was my privilege to attend 
a meeting of Philadelphia Presbytery of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. I am con- 
vinced that a first-hand acquaintance with 
this church in action will break down the 
barriers that now separate our two great 
branches of Presbyterianism. I was deeply 
impressed with the evangelical spirit that 
was manifested in the discussions and in 
the devotional periods. Certainly the 
cause of reunion will be greatly advanced 
if our ministers avail themselves of the 
opportunity to meet with their brethren 
of the Northern Assembly. A first-hand 
acquaintance with these men dces not re- 
veal doctrinal laxity but rather a great de- 
votion to the Kingdom of Christ. 

The highlight of the meeting was the 
devotional period conducted by Dr, Clifford 
E. Barbour, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. The urgency of his mes- 
sage and his deep conviction represented 
the Presbyterian spirit at its best. One 
left this meeting wondering how long this 
tragic division would continue. 

ROBERT G. HALL, 
Chaplain (ist. Lt.), AUS 
Fort Dix, N. J. 


Corrections Suggested for Re-Study 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am writing to call attention to the 
need for a revision of the Religious Edu- 
eation Re-Study, edited by Dr. Lewis J. 
Sherrill, and published under the title 
Lift Up Your Eyes, in two particulars for 
the sake of accuracy. The first of these 
is that in naming the states where we 
have churches (Page 41) I do not find that 
any mention is made of our three churches 
in New Mexico, soon to be four, (con- 
nected with El Paso Presbytery), and our 
church in Pennsylvania (connected with 
Winchester Presbytery). 

The second point is that I feel that the 
giving of 
church during the decade 1926 through 
1936 (on page 22) is quite misleading, for 
it gives the impression that our church 
has been growing more slowly than the 


4.5% for the growth of our 


Methodist, other Presbyterian bodies, ete 
I feel that by all means mention should 
be made of the fact that in the two 
decades 1928 through 1948 our church had 
a growth of 43.6% from 444,657 to 638,- 
652. It might be interesting to note that 
over one-half of this zrowth took place in 
the last decade 

With appreciation of the many excellent 
features of the book nd hoping that 
something can be done about mahing 
these corrections 


Clovis, N. M. WM. ¢. CUMMING 


No ‘‘Reverends’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

THE OUTLOOK (Aug. 15) has published 
another article on the use of “Reverend.” 
Again its purpose has been to correct the 
grammar of people who insist on address- 
ing their minister as “Reverend Jones."* 

Now it is quite laudable to seek to im- 
prove the English of the people of our 
church. However, the point would seem 
to be a quite minor one, with some good 
arguments on both sides. 
title “Reverend Jones” enjoys enough com- 
mon usage on the part of educated people 
to give it reasonably good standing. 

The present writer’s concern with “Nev- 
erend,” however, is not to correct tnzlish 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class 
Published weekly on Monday 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Certainly the 


usage, but to question the propriety of 
using the term as a designation of minis- 
ters under any circumstances. Presby- 
terians should be particulariy concerned. 

Our Book of Church Order says: “No one 
who holds office in the church ought to... 
receive any Official titles of spiritual pre- 
eminence, except such as are employed in 
the Scriptures.” (Paragraph 32.) In the 
following paragraph the Book of Church 
Order goes on to name the Scripture titles 
expressive of the duties of the minister 
of the Word. They are: Bishop, Minister, 
Presbyter or Elder, Ambassador, Evangel- 
ist, Preacher, Teacher and Steward. On 
what official basis do we use “Reverend”? 

The Book of Church Order is following 
the spirit of the Bible. No man in the 
Bible is called “Reverend’—as a title or 
adjective! Christ said: “Be not ye called 
rabbi, for one is your master, even Christ; 
and ye are all brethren, And call no man 
your father, upon the earth: for one is 
your father, which is in Heaven. Neither 
be ye called master: for one is your mas- 
ter, even Christ.” (Matthew 23:8-10.) 
Christ was condemning the use of the 
most common ecclesiastical titles of his 
day. Would not “Reverend” be included 
if he were speaking today? 

Some have condemned Roman Catholics 
for calling their priests, “Father.” The 
New Testament uses such terms as “Father 
Abraham” and “brethren and fathers,” but 
the only time “Reverend” is used is in 
reference to the name of God—Psalm 
111:9, “Holy and reverend is His name.” 
To take a descriptive word which the 
Scriptures reserve for the name of God an@ 
apply it to ourselves seems to be the height 
of presumption. Whether it is used as 
adjective or title is a relatively small mat- 
ter. 

A few years ago Greenbrier Presbytery, 
of which the writer was a member, sent 
an overture to the General Assembly 
pointing to the teachings of the Book of 
Chureh Order on the scriptural terms 
designating ministers and, requested the 
\ssembly to abolish the use of the term 
“Reverend” in the official publications of 
the church. We cannot control common 
usage, but we are responsible for our 
church publications. The overture was 
answered in the negative without discus- 
sion. But one wonders on what authority 
some men are referred to as “Reverend” 
and others as Mr. in our Assembly’s Min- 
utes. If “Reverend” jis “an adjective de- 
scriptive of character, not of an office,” 
who presumes that all the ministers have 
such a character and not a single layman! 
I know many godly lay men and women 
whose character is just as “Reverend” as 
that of any minister, 

Let the grammarians argue whether the 
term is a title or adjective, but as a church 
let us abide by the Book of Church Order 
and in our publications use only the scrip- 
tural terms for ministers. 

WILLIAM B. WARD. 

Spartanburg, S. Cc. 


*EDITORS’ NOTE—Evidently Mr. Ward 
did not read the entire article in question, 
for it said, “We have little hope of seeing 
this error corrected.” The correct use of 
the form, involved as it is, we are sure, 
would hasten the complete elimination of 
the practice. Our concluding appeal was 
is strong a plea as we could make for the 
simplicity of form which goes as far as 
Mr. Ward, and perhaps further. 

Your article, “Don’t -Say Reverend 
Smithson,” is excellent in its format and 


$4.00 a vear. 


fills a great need for the growing misuse 
of the term “Reverend.” Send me 100 
MADRID, N. Y. 


coples 


! am heartily in accord with the senti- 
ment in this document. 
NARBERTH, PA. 


Send 12 copies.— 





Thank you for such an article. Five 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 


copies. 


. . . very interesting. Send 12 copies.— 
WESTMINSTER CHURCH, St. Louis. 

100 copies.—First Church, FT, SMITH, 
ARK. 





FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. 


100—MEMPHIS, TENN. 


FIRST CHURCH, Wilming- 





100. 





200 copies. 
ton, N. C. 

NOTE—Price of extra copies: Five cents 
each; 12 for 25e; 100 for $1.50. 


University Headquarters 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The cffices of the Japan International 
Christian University Foundation moved on 
October 1 from the Church World Service 
Building, 214 East 21st Street, New York, 
to more commodious quarters in the Kenny 
Building. The address is 44 East 23rd 
Street, New York 10, New York. The 
move, which was made to meet the need 
for additional space and a more central 
location gives to the Foundation twice the 
room it had. 

JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN 

UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION. 

New York. 


Sabbath 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Our last Generezl Assembly called for a 
re-study of the basic subject of the Sab- 
bath in September. And this is vital; for 
many begrudge the day as lost time, and 
many misunderstand it. 

We who grew up with Bible in our 
hands are surprised when we observe the 
American Revision make a very slight 
but most important change of the Fourth 
Commandment. Tnstead of ‘the seventh 
day,’ it now reads “the seventh day is a 
sabath unto. " Of course all they who 
urge the Seventh Day Adventist view are 
strongly against the above change, but it 
is unanimously approved by all scholars. 

In the latter half of Leviticus where the 
set feasts of Jehovah are fixed, the days 
are according to the month, and entirely 
‘without regard to the day of the week; 
thus with no regard to the Jewish ‘seventh 
day’ or our Saturday of today. 

On the other hand, when the first fruits 
are offered, the time of that offering is 
earefully mentioned ‘on the morrow after 
the sabbath.” 
hint of a change from the seventh day 
sabbath to the ’morrow after the sabbath 
From the Old Testament to the Christian 
“first day of the week.” 

Then in the New Testament we are 


Thus we are given a clear 


given eight times in direct passages of the 
first day of the week, each one telling of 
assembling for worship. Thus the early 
chureh was guided to change from the old 
day of Memorial to God’s creation to the 
Resurrection of Jesus. So our Sabbath is 
our time of “solemn rest unto God,” 
whether in Creation or Resurrection. Let 
us remember our sabbath day holy unto 
God. 
R. E. McALPINE. 
Arlington, Va. 


matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
Telenvhone 2-9492 10c a conv 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


Copyright, 1949, by THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
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Georgia Synod Gives 
No Counsel on Policy 


Of Home Admissions 


Says Trustees Must Solve 
Problem at Thornwell 


Trustees of Thornwell Orphanage 
were left in full charge of the policy 
of the admission of children by the 
Synod of Georgia at its recent meeting. 
Not saying whether it thought illegiti- 
mate children should or should not be 
admitted, the synod, without prejudice 
for or against, committed the matter to 
the trustees for their solution. By its 
charter this orphanage refused admis- 
sion to the children of unmarried 
parents. . 

The synod, meeting in the Greene 
Street church, Augusta, debated another 
matter with some interest. This was 
an overture brought by its religious edu-_ 
cation committee dealing with the archi- 
tecture of Reformed and other groups. 
The overture asks that the Board of 
Education be directed to print and send 
to the churches information about the 
symbolism involved in the respective 
forms of architecture, particularly in re- 
gard to the situation of the pulpit and 
*ommunion table. 


Reorganization Is Effected 


Reorganization of the synod’s com- 
mittees, in line with the Assembly’s new 
plan, was effected with ‘a minimum of 
friction. 

J. McDowell Richards, president of 
Columbia Seminary, preached the re- 
tiring moderator’s sermon, calling on 
the synod to avoid the mistakes of pre- 
sumption, prayerlessness and smugness. 
“We are not to direct Christ what to 
do,”” he said, ‘“‘but to seek his will in- 
stead. . . . The church will not be the 
force she should be until once again she 
is a praying church.’’ Calling upon the 
members of synod to make sacrifices in 
order that new communities “at our own 
door’? may be entered and ‘“‘fields with 
white harvests may be reaped,” he said 
“when sacrifice dies out of the church 
that church is dead.” 

Eugene T. Wilson, Peachtree Road 
church, Atlanta, succeeded Dr. Richards 
as Moderator. Wm. C. Sistar, Atlanta, 
was re-elected stated clerk, and Chester 
Monk, Savannah, is recording clerk. 


Equalization Fund Approved 


Synod adopted a stewardship commit- 
tee recommendation that an equalization 
fund for synod’s benevolent causes be 


JUDICIAL COMMISSION TO 
MEET IN MEMPHIS 


October 24 at the Peabody Hotel, 
Memphis, has been set for the meeting 
of the judicial commission appointed by 
the 1949 General Assembly. This com- 
mission was appointed to take what ac- 
tion it deems advisable on the so-called 
Richardson case which has been before 
the Assembly for the past several years. 
Some fourteen overtures were before 
the last Assembly asking that prompt 
action be taken to erase what those 
making the overtures felt were improper 
charges by the agencies of the church 
in litigation which had involved them 
in this case. 





established. The Presbyterian Home 
“for the useful’ at Quitman, Ga., was 
put in the budget for approximately $6,- 
000 a year. New support is also ex- 
pected for the Georgia Presbyterian 
News. 

Next year the program on the second 
night of the synod meeting will be con- 
ducted by elders in the interest of men’s 
work in the synod. Special efforts are 
being made across the synod to assure 
the attendance of 2,000 Georgia men 
at the convention in Atlanta, Nov. 4-6. 
Men’s director, S. J. Patterson, Jr., made 
a stirring adress on ‘‘Session & Co.”’ 


Hold Pre-Synod Conference 


Many members of synod came a day 
and a half early for a pre synod con- 
ference on home missions. An array of 
speakers stressed the point that home 
mission forces should “fish where the 
fishing is good,’ whether in growing 
suburban areas or in the midst of the 
million rural Georgians. A similar pre- 
synod meeting will be held next year. 

All educational institutions in which 
the synod has an interest were reported 
“in the black’? and making good pro- 


gress. S. WILKES DENDY. 
Dalton. 
Richardson Named to Head 


Davidson Development Program 


H. Smith Richardson, chairman of the 
executive committee of the Vick Chemi- 
cal Company will succeed the late S. 
Clay Williams as honorary chairman of 
the Davidson College Development pro- 
gram, and E. H. Little, president of the 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Company will 
serve as honorary vice-chairman. Mr. 
Williams died last February. 

Davidson officials announced appoint. 
ment of the two honorary heads today 
as renewed efforts to raise the $2,500,- 
000 goal got underway. Since the drive 
opened in February $1,830,000 of the 
proposed figure has been received. 


FC Says School Aid, 
Welfare Services Are 
Separate Projects 


Council’s Executive Committee Says 
Children Suffer by Present Impasse 


New York. (Special)—Describing the 
present stalemate in Congress over fed- 
eral aid to education as intolerable the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America, through its executive com- 
mittee, put forth a proposal to end the 
impasse. 

In a resolution adopted unanimously 
by the Executive Committee, at its Fall 
meeting here, the Federal Council ex- 
pressed belief that “the sound and 


‘practicable” solution would be to treat 


aid to schools, on the one hand, and 
the supplying of welfare services such 
as free transportation and health serv- 
ices, on the other, as separate projects. 
Each should be decided on its own 
merits, it declared, 


Provision Without Discrimination 


“In accordance with previous state- 
ments of the Council, we urge that 
prompt provision be made for federal 
aid, for the maintenance of public 
schools, with assurance that in its ad- 
ministration there be no discrimination 
on account of race. 

“We further urge that, as a separate 
matter unconnected with grants for 
schools, open-minded consideration be 
given by Congress to the need of all 
children of school age for certain wel- 
fare services. We believe that if fed- 
eral aid is made available for such serv- 
ices they should be administered and 
supervised by a public agency.” (Full 
statement on page 4.) 

The Federal Council made clear that 
it was impelled to act on the controversy 
out of its concern for the children. 

The executive committee, meeting for 
the first time since last May, held an 
all-day session in the Methodist chapel. 
Bishop John §S. Stamm, president, was 
in the chair, and on the dais was Mrs. 
Douglas Horton, Council vice president, 
who relinquished the presidency of 
Wellesley College last June. 


Dulles Resigns Post 


In view of his candidacy for the 
United States Senate, John Foster Dulles 
submitted his resignation as chairman 
of the Committee on Policy of the Fed- 
eral Council’s Department of Interna- 
tional Justice and Goodwill. 








With a statement of appreciation for 
his services as a ‘“‘Christian statesman” 
the Executive Committee regretfully ac- 
cepted Mr. Dulles’ resignation and asked 
William Searlett of 
St. Louis, chairman of the department 


Episcopal Bishop 
temporarily to assume the duties of the 
office vacated by the international law- 
yer and senator. 

In his letter of resignation, addressed 
to Bishop Stamm, under date of Sept. 
7, Mr. Dulles wrote: 


“In view of the fact that I may in 
the next few weeks become increasingly 
involved in political life, | herewith sub- 
mit my resignation as Chairman of the 
Committee on Policy of the Depart- 
ment of International Justice and Good- 
will. It is my hope to carry into poli- 
tical life the same basic convictions 
that I have developed in my work with 
the Federal Council of Churches. [ do 
not want the Council in any way to 
seem to be involved in the rough and 
tumble of political controversy.’ 


The executive committee transacted 
a wide variety of business. It approved 
a Message for Race Relations Sunday, 
accepted an invitation to send ten dele- 
gates to the National Congress on Home 
Missions at Columbus, O., Jan. 24-27, 
1950, and heard an up-to-the minute 
account of the United Evangelistic Ad- 
vance from Edwin T. Dahlberg, Syra- 
cuse, chairman of the Department of 
Evangelism. 


Three Staff Members 

nominations, first 
submitted May 17, of three staff mem- 
bers. They are Edward W. Gebhard, 
associate director of National Christian 
Miss Nadine Blair, 


It approved the 


Teaching Mission; 


assistant secretary of the Washington 
office of the Federal Council and Co- 
operating Bodies and Alfred Dudley 
Ward, director of studies, Department 
of the Church and Economie Life. 

After discussion the Executive Com- 
mittee accepted an invitation and asked 
Nominations to 
designate three persons to attend, in 
the role of observers, the Conference on 
Church Union, at Seabury House, Green- 
wich, Conn., December 14-16. 


the Committee on 


Next Meeting in Atlanta 


As the final act of the session the 
executive commitee agreed on plans to 
meet in Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 6, in conjunc- 
tion with the Southeastern Convocation, 
joint enterprise of the Federal Council, 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation and the Home Missions Council 
of North America. 


Penney Will Give Green 
Lectures at Westminster 


J. C. Penney will deliver three lectures 
at Westminster College October 25-26 
according to an announcement made by 
President William W. Hall, Jr. These 
lectures will be under ,the auspices of 
the John Findley Green Foundation. 

The college will confer an honorary 
LL. D. degree upon Mr.-Peniiey at a spe- 
cial convocation in Swope Chapel on 
October 26. The Green Foundation, 
established in 1937 is designed to bring 
annually to the Westminster campus 
outstanding lecturers to speak on eco- 
nomic and social problems of interna- 
tional concern. 

Previous lecturers who have appeared 





HE PRESENT STALEMATE in 

Congress with reference to fed- 

eral aid to education is a matter 
of grave concern. The central princi- 
ple of a national minimum of educa- 
tional opportunity for all the children 
in all the public schools of all the 
states is widely accepted; but the 
controversy over the secondary ques- 
tion of certain services, such as free 
transportation and health services, to 
children in non-public schools has 
impeded the enactment of any meas- 
ure of federal aid. The deadlock is 
sustained at the expense of the chil- 
dren in the schools and their teachers. 
This ought not to be tolerated. 

We believe that the sound and prac- 
ticable way out of the legislative stale- 
mute would be to treat aid to schools 
and the supplying of welfare services 
to children as separate projects. Each 
should be decided on its own merits. 
with state- 


In accordance previous 





Two Separate Issues 


Adopted by the Executive Committee, Federal Council of Churches 


ments of the Council, we urge that 
prompt provision be made for federal 
aid for the mainentance of public 
schools, with assurance that in its ad- 
ministration there be no discrimination 
on account of race. We further urge 
that, as a separate matter unconnected 
with grants for schools, open-minded 
consideration be given by Congress to 
the need of all children of school age 
for certain welfare services. We be- 
lieve that if federal aid is made avail- 
ible for such services, they should be 
administered or supervised by a public 
agency. 

By thus drawing a clear distinction 
between aid to schools and welfare 
services for children, we believe that 
necessary assistance can be given to 
education without making it the object 
of sectarian controversy or compromis- 
ing the principle of the separation of 
church and state for which the Council 
has always stood. 








under the auspices of this founda- 
tion are: Reinhold Niebuhr, Winston 
Churchill, Samuel Guy Inman, Count 
Carlo Sforza, T. V. Smith, Francis B. 
Sayre, John Langdon-Davies, and Oscar 
D. Skelton. 


Tenn. Commission to 
Reorganize Program 


The Synod of Tennessee, joining in 
the recent centennial and inaugural 
ceremonies of Southwestern at Memphis, 
took several significant actions in its own 
business meetings. It took full steps to- 
ward alignment with the General As- 


sembly’s reorganization. A commis- 
sion was appointed with Walter R. 
Courtenay, chairman, to make the 


changes effective by the beginning of 
the new church year. 

Na-Co-Me, the synod’s conference 
center, has already secured $15,000 of 
a $30,000 improvement fund. There, 
during the past season, Episcopal, Cum- 
berland and USA Presbyterians, and 
Nazarenes, in addition to 900 US Pres- 
byterians used the accommodations. 


Otis L. Graham, new head of the 
Monroe Harding Home in Nashville, was 
elected moderator of synod. He re- 
ported on the home, indicating that 
plans are being investiged looking to- 
ward a greater use of foster care. 

The synod voted to enter the state 
council of churches now being formed. 
Thomas K. Young, Tennessee represen- 
tative on the Assembly’s Committee on 
Cooperation and Union, reported on the 
work of the committee, saying, that it 
is doing its best to abide by the spirit 
of the agreement reached at the Atlanta 
Assembly in 1948, with a vote on the 
plan deferred for a period while steps 
in acquaintance and cooperation are 
taken. 

Synod learned with sorrow of the re- 
cent death of J. Louie Logan, of St. 
Andrews church, Nashville, the one 
Negro minister in the synod. Plans are 
underway looking toward the removal 
of St. Andrews and its possible develop- 
ment into more of an institutional work 
alongside Fisk and Meharry Universi- 
ties. Memphis, it was reported, is 
studying plans for a possible new work 
for Negroes. 

Presbyterial boundaries of the synod 
are being studied in order to strengthen 
the weaker Presbytery of Columbia. A 
committee will bring in recommenda- 
tions on this next year. 


addressed to the 
1950 Assembly asking for a reconsidera- 
tion of the date of meeting in view of 
its conflict with young people’s confer- 
ences. 


An overture was 


Cameron P. Hall, of the Federal 
Council of Churches, addressed the 
synod on the relation of the church to 
present-day industrial developments. 
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@ Here is a way in which men seek to escape the demands of Christian faith while they continue to 


insist upon its authority 


Jesus and the Tradition 


HE QUESTION which is at debate 

between Jesus and the Pharisees 

in Mark 7:1-13 is the place and 
authority of the tradition. As is so 
often the case in the teachings of Jesus, 
his teaching is given as his reply to the 
criticisms of his enemies. The Phari- 
sees are not in sympathy with him. 
They are seeking to find fault wherever 
they can. In this particular instance, 
they criticize the discipes of Jesus be- 
cause they eat their bread with ‘‘un- 
washen hands.’’ The question which is 
at dispute is, of course, one of cere- 
monial cleanliness. The disciples, after 
returning from their various activities, 
failed to observe the ceremonial laws 
of clean and unclean. The question 
which the Pharisees put to Jesus is: 
“Why walk not thy disciples according 
to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
bread with unwashen hands?” 


“Tradition of the Elders” 


To understand the debate, we need 
to understand what Jesus and the 
Pharisees meant by the “tradition of 
the elders.”’ In addition to the written 
law which contained the commandments 
of God, there had grown up around it 
a body of interpretative material which 
was ‘usually known as the tradition. 
This might be in the form of an oral 
law. In this case, it would contain say- 
ings of the rabbis interpreting and ap- 
plying the laws which were passed on 
from generation to generation by an 
oral teaching somewhat similar to the 
instruction found in certain secret 
orders. But the tradition was not 
necessarily oral. Much of it was writ- 
ten down. The existence in connection 
with the commandments contained in 
the written word of a body of interpre- 
tative material explaining the command- 
ments and applying them to life is a 
fundamental necessity of every religion. 
We must attempt to say what the com- 
mandments mean in our life situations. 
The quarrel of Jesus is not with the 
existence of a tradition but with the 
misuse of the tradition. While the 
tradition that Jesus refers to here is the 
body of interpretative material which 
had grown up around the command- 
ments of the Old Testament, a similar 
body of material has grown up in the 
Passage of the years around the New 
Testament. Fach of our great religious 
bodies has its tradition. We may stand 
in the Reformed tradition or the 
Lutheran or the Anglican, There is the 
great tradition which interprets the 
Christian faith to Roman Catholics... A 
similar tradition which diverges at sig- 





*Dr. Rolston is editor-in-chief of the 
Assembly’s Board of Education. He is 
also an associate editor of this paper. 
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By HOLMES ROLSTON* 
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nificant points undergirds the Greek 
Orthodox communions. 

In his criticism of the tradition which 
they have built up Jesus makes to the 
Pharisees the statement that their wor- 
ship is vain because they have substi- 
tuted for the commandments of God the 
traditions of men. In the beginning, 
men do not intend to substitute their 
traditions for the commandments of 
God. They seek through their tradi- 
tions to interpret and apply the com- 
mandments. In this sense, the tradition 
may be an indispensable aid to the serv- 
ice of the Word of God. But the de- 
velopment of a tradition carries with it 
always subtle temptations and far-reach- 
ing dangers. In the passage before us, 
Jesus points out this movement. He 
accuses the Pharisees of having left the 
Word of God for their tradition. In this 
case the Word of God is not denied or 
nullified. But the center of interest 
shifts from the commandment to the 
interpretative comment. There is a 
reason behind this shift. The command- 
ment usually makes demands on us 
which are far-reaching. 

Sometimes it is much easier to be 
concerned with trivial and unimportant 
things than with vital things. Church 
courts in particular have the tendency 
to spend long hours with the questions 
of law and procedure and to be afraid 
of wrestling with the great questions 
which are vital to the whole functioning 
of our social order. 

Jesus goes further in his criticisms 
and accuses his contemporaries of us- 
ing the tradition to reject the command- 
ment of God. Having made his accusa- 
tion he gives an illustration of his mean- 
ing. He quotes first the law, ‘‘Honor 
thy father and thy mother.” The 
Pharisees would recognize this as part 
of the fifth commandment. Jesus states 
a great elemental human need which is 
undergirded by a commandment of the 
Lord. But the requirement of honor- 
ing our parents may at times make 
heavy demands on us. When parents 
grow old, there rests on their children 
the responsibility of caring for them. 
This responsibility may become burden- 
some. The Pharisees had worked out in 
their tradition a way of avoiding this 
basic human obligation. They had de- 
veloped in the tradition the doctrine 
that anything that was devoted to God 
could not be required for another pur- 
pose. The original purpose of this tra- 
dition was probably good. It rendered 
inviolable the thing that was dedicated 
to God. But in actual practice, the 
tradition was used to nullify the com- 


mandment. A man could avoid his 
father’s claim on his possessions by say- 
ing over them “Corban,” or ‘“‘Devoted.” 
It did not follow that the devoted object 
was actually used for the service of God. 


Making the Word of God of None 
Effect 


We have here the fundamental mis- 
use of the tradition. The command- 
ments of God make stern demands upon 
us. We are not willing to meet these 
demands but we do not wish openly to 
reject the commandments. We use the 
tradition to pay lip service to the com- 
mandment and at the same time to 
avoid the obligation which the com- 
mandment lays upon us. It is on this 
basis that Jesus says to the Pharisees: 
“And ye suffer him no more to do ought 
for his father or his mother: making 
the word of God of none effect through 
your tradition, which ye have delivered: 
and many such like things do ye.” The 
illustration which Jesus gave was not 
unique. It was merely an example of 
the persistent use of the tradition to 
make the word of God of none effect. 

Jesus describes the process which 
went on in his generation. But it is 
in the efforts of men to avoid the’ de- 
mands which Jesus himself makes upon 
them that we see this process most 
clearly at work in the church. The 
Jesus of the New Testament makes tre- 
mendous demands upon us. He calls us 
to decision. Men reacted violently to 
Jesus in his own day. There were some 
who followed him with complete devo- 
tion. Those who were not willing to 
surrender to him found that his word 
was a word of offense. The men who 
rejected him in his own generation 
hated him and crucified him. 


A Jesus Who Does Not Disturb 


From this point of view the great 
temptation that is involved in the tradi- 
tion concerning Jesus is that men shall 
build up around him a tradition which 
tones down his message, softens his 
great imperatives, and seeks to leave 
us a Jesus who is in no way disturbing 
to the modern mind. In his book, Jesus, 
Then and Now, Willard L. Sperry 
writes: ‘‘As Bernard Shaw points out, 
it is not disbelief in Jesus that is dan- 
gerous, it is belief. 

“The moment it strikes you (as it 
may any day) that-Christ is not the life- 
less harmless image he has hitherto 
been to you, but a rallying center for 
revolutionary influences which all estab- 
lished states and churches fight, you 
must look to yourselves; for you have 
brought the image to life, and the mob 
may not be able to bear that horror.” 








His Authority Is Nullified 
It is particularly in those circles in 
which the full authority of the written 
word is acknowledged, that the develop- 
ment of the tradition as a means of mak- 
ing void the demands of the word is a 
The au- 
thority of Jesus is acknowledged but the 


most persistent temptation. 
demands of Jesus must not be permitted 
to interfere seriously with the comfor- 
table and complacent 
ple of the congregation. 


lives of the peo- 


The minister is meant to be interpre 
ter and the bearer of the word of God 


to the people. But the great temptation 


of the minister is to yield to the pres- 
sure which is upon him both from his 
own conscience and the consciences of 
his people. In this case he gives him- 
self to the development of a tradition 
which makes the word of God of none 
effect. The temptation which the minis- 
ter faces is the temptation to use the 
tradition to remove the ‘‘offense’’ from 
Christianity. 3ut, as Kierkegaard saw 
a hundred years ago (Training in Chris- 
tianity), if we remove the offense from 
Christianity we render it an innocent 
and harmless thing incapable of inflict- 
ing deep wounds but also incapable of 
healing them. A Christianity which has 


lost its note of offense will not make 
people mad. But such a Christianity is 
also incapable of calling forth faith and 
surrender of life. 

The existence of a tradition is ineyij- 
table. Every generation must build up 
around the Word of God a body of in- 
terpretative material which explains and 
applies it. But just because this task 
is inevitable we must be always on our 
guard against that perverted use of the 
tradition which marked the Pharisees, 
We must not permit our tradition to be 
the means of robbing Christianity of its 
offense and in this way making void the 
Word of the Lord. 


@ Women want to feel included, with no concessions, and not set apart as something different on 


pages 12 or 22 


The Ideal Church Paper 


ehurehn 
content 


HE IDEAL paper should 

have adequate distribu- 

tion to satisfy the varied interests 
of a world-conscious church woman. 
Well, what are our interests? ... We 
want an analysis of the world news from 
an ethical-religious point of view. Na- 
tionally, and internationally, we want 
something to hold onto. We don’t want 
it to read like documents from secre- 
taries of State; or to compete with the 
secular press; we'll still read Walter 
Lippmann and Dorothy Thompson, and 
turn Fulton Lewis on and off as we see 
fit. We want some ethical or religious 
interpretation of our world. We lose 
sight of the Christian attitude in the 
complexities of the political world and 
quickly enough assume the protective 
habits of the opportunist rather than 
the selfless ones of the idealist. We 


want the church press to keep before 
us the Ideal. That is its job. But, we 
want it to be a possible ideal. Nothing 


more to a than the 
more confuses her than 


appeals woman 
achievable, or 
the theoretical. We know 
press does not have all the answers but 


the church 


the ones it does have should direct our 
thinking constructively and practically. 


Need Wider Identification 


We want to be identified with cur 
church, locally through the state bodies 
and throughout the denomination. Too 
many of us know only our local church. 
We know something of our whole de- 
nominational setup but our family tree 
is hazy. Locally, we are informed. 
Brother and Sister Watkins fifty 
gave the organ are our 


who, 
years ago, 

*Mrs. Robt 
Va., is the 
bishop and 
American University, Washington, D. C 





Ww. Pratt, of Alexandria, 
daughter of a Methodist 
now on the faculty of the 


She gave this address practically as i 
appears here at tlis year’s meeting of 
the Associated Church Press. For some 
months before the meeting she had con- 
ducted a number of the 


papers represented in the association. 
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survey of a 


By LAURLENE STRAUGHN 
PRATT* 


patron saints—not Luther, Wesley and 
old John Knox. The Official Board or 
Session is our governing body, and not 
the general conference, synod, assembly 
or presbytery. And Pastor Meeks, who 
buried Uncle Paul and Aunt Elizabeth, 
and baptized all the rest of us, is our 
only father-confessor—never the bishop 
who arrives only to burn mortgages and 
dedicate chimes on brilliant Sunday 
mornings. Our denominational history 
dates from the year on the cornerstone 
of the red brick church at Sixth and 
Main—-not from 1517 or 1784. Our 
heritage, and the great body of our 
early church militants are shrouded in 
the mists of legend, or frozen into a 
bronze plaque on the church school 
wall. Martin Luther is a figure forever 
posting his theses on the church doors 
of Wittenberg. And Francis Asbury 
rides his weary horse eternally—and 








MRS. 


PRATT—Luther nailing theses; 
Asbury, constantly riding. 


never stops to speak. Who can inform 
us but the church press? 

We want to know how other denomi- 
nations administer their everyday ac- 
tivities. Except for cosmic expressions 
of federated intentions, as those of Am- 
sterdam, our interdenominational world 
follows its segmented pursuit of salva- 
vation. Are we merely curious that we 
would like to know something about 
each other? We are constantly sur- 
prised when we visit a church of another 
denomination to hear the same hymns 
and the same prayers. We had expected 
something strange or new—surely ,we 
would not expect to understand the ser- 
mon, nor join in the ritual. This 
ignorance is embarrassing, and yet we 
cannot inquire about it. Who can in- 
form us but the church press? 

We like the editorials. They are 
helpful, pertinent and generally con- 
crete. We like the book and movie re- 
culling for us the best in the 
prolific output of undistinguished litera- 
ture and indifferent entertainment. ... 


views, 


Something to Live By 


We want something to live by between 
Sundays. Articles based on ethical and 
religious subjects are helpful. They 
must be kept concrete. Devotions and 
meditations are comforting, and while 
too often we neglect them, we would be 
the first to complain of their omission. 
We want what help can be given us in 
religious education to help us raise our 
junior choir. ... 

Our short stories are likely to be 
found elsewhere, and news of the latest 
in stamp collecting and wood carving 
might be better treated in other spheres 
of journalism: what makes our -angel 
food cakes fall flat is hardly a matter of 
contemplation; and 
atomic fission is beyond our realm and 


celestial news of 
that of the church press. 
Included, Not Separate 
The ideal church paper should appeal 
in its entirety to the intelligence and 
emotions of the average church woman. 
For some of us are intelligent and all 
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of us are emotional. 
to see fewer pages for women. This may 
indicate that we are merely being 
ignored, but it seems more likely that 
we are being embraced in that nebulous 
fold known as ‘“‘General Readers.’”’ No 
longer does it seem important to have 
a “page for women” as a “page for chil- 
dren.”’ The question is, or should be, 
will this whole paper appeal to the 
woman as well as to the layman and 
the minister? It’s rather warming to 
feel included, and a recognized part of 
the integral unit—and not as something 
on page 22. 

Many women are not reading their 
general church paper. Perhaps they do 
not share these joys of emancipation, 
since they have no page of their own; 
but, more likely, the magazine as a 
whole has taken them in with no con- 
cessions. Are articles in the church 
press judged for their readability by 
Or are they often written by 
instinctively for an 
audience of their own kind? These 
women, for some reason, are being 
frightened into special interest maga- 
zines which are more congenial to them 
—Missionary and Church School litera- 
ture absorbs their interest. Here they 
are comfortable—here they are on fa- 
miliar ground—here their natural in- 
terests and impulses are appealed to. 
For, we are emotional, and here in mis- 
sions and church school material these 
women can indulge their inborn de- 
sire—to mother the world. Appeal to 
our intelligence; at least we appreciate 
the challenge, but if you want to see ac- 
tion—appeal to our emotions! 

This does not mean that these two 
interests be made more dominant, but 
that, in some way, the appeal that is 
behind them be carried over into other 
fields; for the woman who has only one, 
or both, of those special interests is not 
a church integrated woman. And yet 
that is what we would like to be. Who 
can inform us but the church press? 

Well, where is the ideal church 
paper? Many of its elements we 
have already. Some are still missing. 
If we could read all the church 
publications, as I lately have been do- 
ing, little would be missing. But ordi- 
narily a family subscribes only to one. 
Not many journals, some few, inélude 
a majority of these elements, but none 
includes them all. The best coverage 
of the church press is denominational. 
This is constant. Interdenominational 
news seems incomplete on a local level. 
Everyday religious education... 
generally represented. 


women? 
minister-editors 





is not 


Results of Survey 

In my recent survey of five leading 
denominational women’s groups in 
Washington, these requirements came 
into some focus. There was enthusiasm 
and demand for (1) editorials; (2) spe- 
cial articles; (3) world news; (4) per- 
sonals; (5) church news. Among their 
suggestions and comments were: 

“More pictures; 
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It is encouraging 





SPONSORED 225 DPS—Ray M. Petersime, Gettysburg, Ohio (center), 
Church of the Brethren layman, has thus far given 225 job and home as- 
surances for displaced persons coming to the U. S.—a figure believed to be 
a record for one person. He is shown here with two DPs whom he person- 


ally sponsored. 


families are now on farms in Ohio. 


At left is Alex Golowin, formerly of the Ukraine, and at 
the right is Alfred Stalmanis, who came from Latvia. 


RNS Photo. 


Both men and their 





“TI would like more interdenomina- 
tional news; 

“T would like to see Protestant coop- 
eration on a local level discussed; 

“Tt is sometimes too denominationally 
partisan; 

“There are too many secular interest 
articles; 

“My periodical is pretty unattractive; 

“More color please; 

“That column on cooking is out of 
place; 

‘Less opinion—-more research; 

‘“T’d like some color; 

“I’d improve that cover; 

‘Perhaps too much human interest in 
my paper; 

“T don’t like hunting for the rest of 
the article; 

“TIT want a table of contents.” 


Among the laurels: 

“It keeps my thinking from becom- 
ing too congregation-bound; 

‘Makes me proud to know what our 
church is doing in the country; 

“Tt makes me proud of my denomina- 
tion; 

“It is good reading, but it sometimes 
makes me mad; 

“It gives me a clearer picture of world 
conditions.” 


Many Do Not Know 


On the obvious fact that many wo- 
men, especially the younger women, do 


not even know about their church paper, 


* these quotations are interesting: 


“T take it but many of our societies’ 
leaders do not. I mentioned one of the 
articles in it to our city-wide president 
the other day but she says she never 
sees it.’’ 


And from a young mother and circle 
leader: 

“T never even saw a copy, but I think 
we should have it in our homes if it 
would help us to bring up our children 
and guide our families in better living. 
I heard the preacher mention it once in 
the pulpit. He said subscriptions were 
open. I was raised in a devout home— 
but I never heard of it there.’’ 


DENOMINATIONS PROVIDE 


26,279 DP ASSURANCES 


New York (RNS)—Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox denominations in this 
country have provided a grand total of 
26,279 assurances, enabling about 60.- 
000 displaced persons to enter the U. S., 
according to an announcement here by 
Church World Service, interdenomina- 
tional relief agency. 

The assurances given by the denomi- 
nations bind them to resettle a specific 
number of DP families. The denomina- 
tions also pledge to provide job and 
home assurances for the refugees by 
next June 1. 














wm Presbyt 
Outlook 


Established 1819 


AUBREY N. BROWN 
editor 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 


J. Ss. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Associate Editors 


J. M. Alexander J. A. MacLean, Jr 

Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell C. Stroup 

K. J. Foreman Holmes Rolston 

J. H. Marion, Jr. J. N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Coutributing Editors 


Wallace M. ais.wu Charles L. King 
H. Ray Anderson Laurence F. Kinney 
Jesse H. Baird Albert Kissling 
’ Rianton Belk Julian Price Love 
Marion A. Roges Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 
J. S. Bonnell F. L. McCluer 
Wm. M. Boyce Kk J. MeMullen 
Frank H. Caldwell P. b. Miller 
McAlister Carsou J. J. Murray 
S. A. Cartledge Cc. Ellis Nelson 
J. Harry Cotton Dunbar H. Ogden 
J.R. Cunningham Stuart R. Oglesby 
Mrs. Andrew Dale E. B. Paisley 
C. Grier Davis S. J. Patterson, Jr. 
D. H. Edington Frank W. Price 
W. M. Elliott, Jr. W. FE. Price 
R. A. Farnsworth J. A. Redhead, Jr. 
B. Frank Hall Lewis J. Sherrill 
Mrs. EF. F. Horine Henry Louis Smith 
Karl G. Hudson George Summey 
Ilion T. Jones Graves H. Thompson 
Charles J. Turck 


Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 

The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 
The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 

The Southwestern Presbyterinn (1869) 
The Vexna Preshbyterinn (1892) 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 


Subscription—$4.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business (Offices 


1 North 6th Street 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 


EDITORIAL 


Venture in Fellowship 














Observation of some of the good 
effects brought hold- 
ing of joint meetings of synods prompts 
us to stress this tendency and to urge 
its greater practice. 

This fall the Synods of Mississippi, 
Alabama, 
joined in a great celebration of the 


about by the 


Louisiana and Tennessee 
Centennial anniversary at Southwestern 
at Memphis with abounding good fellow- 
ship. In Kentucky the US and USA 
synods again met jointly and voted tuo 
do the same next year. In Florida the 
two synods meet jointly. Earlier in 
the summer they did this in West Vir- 
ginia. And at Austin College both pat- 
terns were followed. The US-USA and 
that of adjoining synods, with the two 
Texas synods and that of Oklahoma, 
US. meeting for the great celebration 
in Sherman. 

This pattern of our so-called North- 
ern and Southern synods meeting to- 
gether and thereby getting better ac- 
quainted is su valuable as to need no 
emphasis on our part. In those areas 
where it has not been tried, it might 
well be done. 
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However, it occurs to us that it 
would be a fine step within our own Us 
family to make some ereater ventures 
toward a larger fetiowship. For ex- 
ample, we think it would be good if 
any two of our synods could meet at 
the same time and place with separate 
business sessions—Virginia and West 
Virginia, or Virginia and North Caro- 
lina; or Florida and Georgia; or Okla- 
homa and Arkansas, or try almost any 
combination. We think such an easily- 
workable plan would hold great values 
for all parties concerned. Travel and 
entertainment would be considered but 
these difficulties could be overcome. 


The Way to Colonize 


Any good effort in colonization causes 
us to rejoice as few other things do. 
By this we mean not simply the estab- 
lishment of new churches in new areas 
—which must be done. We mean the 
colonizing of part of established 
churches with the hearty support of 
the mother church, 

Plans underway in the First church, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., appeal to us as 
the right kind of thing. There the 
strong mother church sees a great new 
opportunity in the Ardmore community 
and to meet it obligations to the extent 
of $161,000 have been assumed by the 
Such a_ far-sighted 
action enables the church to begin with 
strength and to attract the sort of fol- 
lowing that will insure the new church’s 
increasing service now. 


sponsoring body. 


This is good for the new community 
and for the people in the new church. 
We think it is also good for the people 
of the First church. We are sure it 
clorifies the Kingdom of Gad 


Both Richly Earned 


Dr. Charles E. Diehl became presi- 
dent gmeritus of Southwestern ... in 
the course of the impressive ceremonies 
that marked the inauguration of Dr 
Peyton N. Rhodes as his successor. Dr. 
Diehl on this occasion acquired a cer- 
tain amount of leisure and a set of glow- 
ing tributes to his service. Both were 
richly earned. 

Few men of his period of tenure have 
done as much for the maintenance and 
progress of the ideal of Christian edu- 
cation as has Dr. Diehl. At the same 
time, he has fought a gallant battle for 
the physical and financial betterment of 
Southwestern. His influence has been 
widely and constructively employed for 
true education everywhere, for the 
Christian life, and in his relationships 
with Memphis and the Mid-South espe- 
cially on every level of good citizenship. 

Dr. Rhodes’ inaugural address proved 
clearly that he has been a keen student 
of the ideals for which Southwestern 
stands, and is prepared to carry on most 
capably in their benalf. The 
mercial Appeal congratulates both these 


Com- 


men as leaders in the cause of education 


of the sort that carries inspiration along 
with enlightenment.—Memphis COM- 
MERCIAL APPEAL. 


The Reorganization 


10. GENERAL COUNCIL’S RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE, continued 

When the General Council held its 
first meeting in July, the budget commit- 
tee had to make immediate plans, the 
program committee did likewise. But 
the publicity and research committee’s 
activities were to become effective later. 
Both of these will involve long-range 
planning. 

To continue last week’s discussion of 
the research committee’s opportunities, 
let us look at other projects which could 
be taken on. 

This committee can have careful 
studies made of the church’s budget, 
the relation of the various agencies and 
courts to it, and the effects of the na- 
tional economy upon it. It can call upon 
the best minds in the church to help 
plan a far-reaching program in the light 
of economic cycles; it can make avail- 
able information from developments in 
real estate and church construction; it 
ean advise on policies of church build- 
ing and financing; it can offer informa- 
tion, insofar as it is available, so that 
churches will not overbuild or in other 
ways make it difficult to meet present 
and future opportunities. 

Such a committee could enable us to 
have studies which will span the years— 
perhaps 50 years; it can help us see 
new territories opening up; and it can 
help us get a realistic picture of how 
many ministers and other workers we 
may need for these undertakings. 

More than these, and in line with all 
of them, the research committee can 
collect valuable information as to the 
successes and failures of other churches 
as they have faced these and similar 
problems and opportunities. 

The benfits to us from such a depart- 
ment in the church, adequately staffed 
and operated, would be _ incalculable. 
For one thing, we would have a plan, 
which we have never had. We could 
see the migration of the population, the 
social and economic trends—even the 
political trends—the business cycles, 
and we could know what other denomi- 
nations have learned. 

More than this, we should be in posi- 
tion to call upon the best qualified men 
and women in our church—experts in 
their respective fields—-who could make 
a contribution in line with their train- 
ing and experience. The church has 
called upon them for all too little of 
this. 

We should be able to chart our goals 
and measure our progress, insofar as 
they can be charted and measured. We 
should have a far greater organized effi- 
ciency and we should be able to estab- 
lish policies in the light of facts and 
move forward at a more inspiring pace. 

NEXT WEEK—11. Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 
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A PRAYER 


For a Christian Marriage 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


In the name of thy Son, our Savior 
and our everlasting Light. AMEN. 





WE PRESBYTERIANS 





By Arthur V. Boand 





THOU in whose keeping are all 

our days and all our ways, who 

art Life eternal and whose heing 
is perfect Love, grant to these thy chil- 
dren a special blessing for this day 
and all the days that follow. Before 
this hour their paths were two; as 
thou has blessed them in the days when 
yet they knew nothing of each other, 
so now bless them as from this hour 
they go one road together. 

Lord, give them faith! Thou alone 
knowest what doubts may assail their 
minds. Now that their ways are one, 
and each must live partly by the other's 
faith, O let neither fail the other, in 
whatever dark hour! If the light that 
is in one grow dim, grant it may be kept 
alight by the other’s brighter faith. 
May each be a bulwark through all the 
years against the other’s despair. Give 
them faith in each other; it has been 
tested, but it may be not as in days 
to come. Let the vows made today hold 
not alone for sunlit times when faith in 
each other comes easily to both, but 
also if ever faith comes hard. Give 
them faith in humankind; may their 
home be always a place where men and 
women and children may find them- 
selves believed and believed in. Give 
them faith in Thee; their childhood 
faith has stood them well in childhood’s 
years, and the faith of youth makes 
luminous this marriage hour; now as 
they shall grow into stronger maturity, 
and responsibiilty lays her load upon 
them, when sterner tasks and sorer 
troubles are their lot, may time, bring- 
ing wisdom, never take their faith away. 
To Thee they gave their hearts before 
they were given to each other; one they 
were in Christ before they took these 
present vows. May the dependence of 
each upon the other be the stronger 
for that both have leaned on Thee. 
May the trust of each in the other be 
made more certain by the trust of each 
in Thee. 


‘ 


OD, give them hope! May they 

look always forward and not 

vack; let them never regret that 
they have left their parents’ rooftrees 
but rejoice rather than now they create 
anew home. Set their faces always to- 
ward tomorrow. May they never stay 
long mourning their disappointments 
and their failures. Keep alive in their 
minds the hope that tomorrow shall 
be a better day than this, that the best 
of life is yet to be. Keep them from 
dread of change. Save them from the 
stupidity of wishing for the impossible. 
May they never fancy that their lives 
or their lot will be better merely for 
the wishing; teach them so to labor 
and to plan that their hopes shall not 
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die as dreams do, but rise into achieve- 
ment and success. Lay thy divine touch 
on their hope as on their faith. Teach 
them to hope for the right things. Let 
their hope be above all for richness of 
spirit rather than for wealth of posses- 
sions; may they, like their Master, hope 
less to be well served than for opportuni- 
ties to serve, 

And give them love, O God! of all 
human blessings, let them find this the 
sweetest and the most enduring. Give 
them the love that seeketh not her own, 
that believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Let Christ 
be so formed in them that as they grow 
more and more into his likeness, the 
love which he bears to them may be 
in them, life of their lives. Give them 
for each other a growing love, not as 
passion that perishes, not mere recur- 
rence of rapture that flashes and fades, 
not as a star that having risen, sets 
again; but as the star round which all 
others turn, ever burning, ever lifted 
high. Though beclouded it may be with 
dust of everyday living, with clinging 
mists of grief, dark clouds of pain or 
crashing thunderheads of great disas- 
ters, let the star of their love be to 
them a never-failing light, shining 
above and after every storm. And 
though they cannot share their love with 
others as they share their hope and 
faith, though each has a key to the 
other’s heart that can be given to none 
else on earth, yet may their mutual 
love, growing from more to more 
through the flying years, be to others a 
testimony and a beacon, so that even 
in an age of unfaith and cynicism all 
who know these two may take heart, 
knowing that there is one home where 
love is real. 


ROM THIS DAY to their life’s 
end, may they so walk with one 
another and with Thee, their 

hearts filled with all spiritual benedic- 
tion and grace, that at last when their 
summons comes to join before the 
throne of the Lamb in the song of the 
redeemed, they may go gladly, nor feel 
strange in the heavenly city, for that 
in their home these many years they 
have lived, even here, the life of heaven. 


Ed Bayless 


When the Synod of Texas, USA, met 
in its annual stated meeting at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Denison, Texas, 
this fall, its host pastor was Edward S. 
Bayless, a graduate of Austin College 
and of Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, and until his acceptance of 
the call of the Denison Church, a field 
representative of Austin College. 

At the same time the Synod of Texas, 
US, met six miles away in Sherman, 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
Austin College, and Dr. W. B. Guerrant, 
the president of Austin College, was its 
retiring moderator. 

Getting back to Ed Bayless, however, 
no young minister could be more pop- 
ular in his own synod than this 36-year- 
old, Dallas-born clergyman. All of his 
pastorates, until his acceptance of the 
Denison call, have been in the Southern 
Church, but he has taken time out from 
the pastorate to serve a term as director 
of religious education of Paris Presby- 
tery, and to be a chaplain in World War 
II. In both capacities, his work was out- 
standing, and several attempts have 
been made by the Executive Committee 
of Religious Education to get him to 
come on its staff. He is a former presi- 
dent of the alumni association of his 
Alma Mater, and did post-graduate 
work at the University of Texas while 
pursuing his theological education in 
the capitol city of Texas. He was stated 
clerk of Central Texas Presbytery while 
serving within its bounds, and is at 
present in the proces of planning a new 
church building for the Presbyterians 
of Denison. The Synods of Texas, US 
and USA, have a worthy representative 
in Edward S. Bayless, and a tie that 
binds them closer together in this fine, 
consecrated and capable young’ minister. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


US, USA Synods of 
Kentucky Plan for 
More United Efforts 


Youth and Student Programs 
Will Be Consolidated 


The Synods of Kentucky, US and USA, 
met jointly in Danville again this year, 
both on the campus of Centre College, 
an institution supported by both 
churches. The spirit which prevails in 
these meetings and the wider acquaint- 
ance which is made possible caused the 
synods to vote to meet under the same 
arrangements next year. 





Thomas C. Rhea, executive secretary 
of Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery was 
made moderator of the US synod and 
President Walter A. Groves of Centre 
was elected moderator of the USA 
synod. 

In his sermon as retiring moderator, 
Frank H. Caldwell, president of Louis- 
ville Seminary, discussed “Living on 
Fragmentary Knowledge.”’ Said he: 
“In the face of man’s necessary ignor- 
ance. -humility is not enough. 
Only faith, hope and love abide.. 
These give harmony and meaning to life 
only as they become incarnate in us 
and as they are related to God in Jesus 
Christ and to our fellowmen.” 

Joint inspirational meetings drew the 
two synods together morning and eve- 
ning. In the evening Paul Calvin 
Payne, executive secretary of the USA 
Board of Christian Education, Philadel- 
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phia, spoke on “The Relevance of the 
Chureh.”’ At the morning hours Wallace 
M. Alston, vice-president of Agnes 
Scott College, spoke on ‘What of 
Man’s Disappointment with Prayer?’ 
and ‘‘What About Intercessory Prayer?” 


Unite Youth Work 


In response to the request of the 
young people who met jointly in Dan- 
ville last summer, both synods approved 
a plan looking toward the immediate 
organization of a united vouth work. 
This program will be conducted under 
four commissions: Christian Comrade- 
ship, Christian Outreach, Christian 
Faith, and Christian Life. 

The synods also voted to unite their 
respective programs of “student work” 
and the ‘‘Westminister Foundation” 
within their bounds. First major 
emphasis will be at the University of 
Kentucky in Lexington, then 
out 


reaching 
to include state-owned institutions 
at Richmond, Bowling Green and 
Murray. The joint committee which 
will direct this program is empowered 
to establish a budget, set up standards 
for work and call a minister for stu- 
dents. 

Reorganization of the synod’s work 
put it in line with that of the General 
Assembly now being effected. 


Home Missions Venture 


The home mission committee recom- 
mended an annual home mission con- 
vocation for the entire membership of 
synod. This is to be held on some 
designated home mission field where 
inspiration and field trips combined will 
be expected to give men better under- 
standing of this work. 

At the request of President Groves, 
both synods appointed members of a 
“Centre College Committee” to work for 
the progress of the college. The US 
committee is composed of Henry H. 
Sweets, Louisville, chairman; Jos. T. 
Sudduth, Campbellsville; and Robt. W. 
Miles, Lexington. 

Both synods took action opposing the 
holding of the State Fair of Kentucky 
on Sunday. This year the fair opened 
on Sunday with a parade and an attend- 
ance of some 80,000. 


JOHN OLERT,JR. 
Owensboro, Ky. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


J. Wayte Fulton, Marion. Va., has 
been named regional director of relig- 
ious education in the Synod of Louisi- 
ana. He will begin his new work No- 
vember 1. 

Stuart D. Currie, Taylor, Texas, has 








accepted a call to the Fulton, Mo., 
church. His address in Fulton is 823 
Court &t. 


James W. Allen, missionary to Bulape, 
Africa, and Mrs. Allen, have returned 
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to this country on furlough. Present 
address: Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 

Albert E. Dimmock, Elkins, W. Va., 
has entered Union Seminary in Virginia, 
to study on a fellowship awarded at his 
graduation. His address: 3204 Brook 
Road, Richmond 22. 

Tracy Fisher from Lookout Mountain, 


Tenn., to 440 Ewing Ave., Gadsden, 
Ala. 
Hubert G. Wardlaw, Conway, S. C., 


has become minister of the Lancaster, 
S. C., church. Address: 110 N. White 
St. . 

Lamar Williamson, Jr., Union Semi- 
nary student who has been in Little 
Rock, Ark., during the summer will be 
at 205 Graham St., Elkins, W. Va. 
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W. Taylor Reveley from Southwest- 
ern, Memphis, to 3202 Cole Mill Road, 
Durham, N. C. 

Kenneth J. Foreman, Jr., Presbyte- 
rian, USA, missionary to China, arrived 
at Hong Kong Sept. 20. His air mail 
address is: American Presbyterian Mis- 
sion, 11-A Carnarvon Road, Kowloon, 
Hongkong. 

T. Chalmers Vinson, formerly of 
Bowie, Texas, is now pastor at Barstow, 
Texas. 

Ben E. Gillespie, formerly of First 
church, Dallas, Texas, will be installed 
as pastor of the McKinney, Texas, 
church October 9. 

Paul C. Edgar from the First church, 


Louisville, Ky., to the LaFeria, Texas, 
church. 
Wm. P. Anderson, III, Williamsburg, 


Va., is now associate pastor of the West- 
minster church, 1790 N. E. Second 
Court, Miami 36, Fla. 

Clyde C. Foushee, McLemore Avenue 
church, Memphis, Tenn., has accepted a 
call to the Second church, Spartanburg, 
Ss. C. 





USA Moderator Now 
On Nationwide Tour 


Philadelphia. (RNS)—Clifford E Bar- 
mour of Knoxville, Tenn., moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, launched 
a countrywide tour here to ‘‘arouse the 
Presbyterian Church from its lethargy.” 

‘“‘We Presbyterians need an aggressive 
and positive attitude in presenting our 
philosophy of religion, and in present- 
ing the great needs of the church to 
our own members,” Dr. Barbour told a 
meeting of Philadelphia Presbytery. 

“Industry, science and medicine are 
devoting their fullest resources and best 
men to meeting the challenges of the 
times,” he said, ‘‘and the church, like- 
wise, will have to tap resources of 
money and manpower. We talk glibly 
about salvation, but we too often act 
in terms of safety and security.” 

Referring to church giving in relation 
tou needs, the moderator observed: 
“While we have done well in ‘dollar 
giving,’ the per capita giving was higher 
75 years ago. It is time we stopped 
talking ‘small peanuts’ and talked ‘big 
business’ ’’. 

Dr. Barbour said he expected to visit 
many of the 40 synods and 267 presby- 
teries of the church between now and 
April. 





oF OS SH) 


pet 
NGR OS SING! 
BOOKS of REMEMBRANCE ¥ 





raw Keep a record of church history 
t and beneficiaries in a beautifully hand- 
tooled Book of Remembrance, en- 
grossed in gold and color. Shown in 
a velour-lined, fluorescent-lighted re- 
pository, such a book adds beauty and 
dignity to your church. 
Engrossed designs are available, too, 
for honor rolls and resolutions. 
We can also serve you with fine 
church furnishings and stained glass 
windows. Send for our free catalog. 


'WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC. 


16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

















THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





St- 
ad, 


ved 
1ail 
Lis- 
on, 


nue 
2d a 
urg, 


Bar- 
r of 
sched 
the 
gy.” 
sive 
our 
ent- 
1 to 
Id a 


are 
best 
the 
like- 
; of 
libly 
act 


ition 
ved: 
ollar 
gher 
pped 

‘big 


visit 
2sby- 
and 








BIBLE STUDY 





God and the Nations 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 16 


Isaiah 1:21-28; 19:19-25. 


Isaiah, and indeed the Old Testament 
prophets generally, were concerned not 
merely with God’s message for the in- 
dividual, but also with God’s message 
for the nation and with his purpose for 
the nations. Examples are found in our 
lesson for this week. 


I. God and the Nation, Isaiah 1:21-28 


In our study last week we observed 
that chapter one is placed at the be- 
ginning of Isaiah’s collected messages, 
not because it was delivered earliest in 
time, but because it presents clearly and 
forcibly the keynote of all his prophetic 
addresses. 

In verses 2-9 Isaiah describes Judah’s 
sin, which is fundamentally that of 
ingratitude. She has forgotten her 
responsibility to God from whom all of 
her blessings have come. 

In verses 5-9 he pictures the national 
disasters, extending over a period of 
years which have come about as a con- 
sequence of this forgetfulness. 

In verses 10-17 he reminds her that 
God’s blessing will be won, not through 
formal worship, but only through re- 
formation of life. This leads to the 
great appeal in verses 18-20: ‘‘Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith 
Jehovah; though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow, though 
they be red like crimson they shall be 
as wool.” The alternatives are clearly 
marked: “If ye be willing and obedient, 
ye shall eat the good of the land; but 
if ye refuse and rebel ye shall be de- 
voured with the sword.” 


1. The Indictment, 1:21-23 


The prophet seems to pause after 
his great invitation to see if there will 
be any response, and when none is 
forthcoming he proceeds with the in- 
dictment: “How is the faithfyl city 
become a harlot! She that was full 
of justice! righteousness lodged in her, 
but now murderers.” Judah was a city 
state, and church as well as state. 
Isaiah therefore is indicting not merely 
the city, but the nation (and the 
church) of which it was the responsi- 
ble head. 

There was a time when the nation 
was faithful to her covenant obligations 
(see Exodus 19:5-6), obedient to God’s 
commandments, and therefore a city 
that was filled with justice, and in 
which righteousness dwelled. It may 
be that Isaiah was looking at the past 
through rose-tinted glasses—most of 
us tend to idealize the good old days; at 
any rate we can be sure that even in 
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the days that Isaiah had in mind there 
was much that was amiss in Judah’s 
national life. But there are undoubt- 
edly periods of moral decline in a na- 
tion’s life, as in the life of an individ- 
ual. We think, for example, of the 
widespread corruption in our own na- 
tional life during Grant’s administra- 
tion after the Civil war, or in the Hard- 
ing regime after World War I. Judah 
had now entered upon a period of simi- 
lar moral decline. The city that was 
once faithful to the God who had 
espoused her to himself had become a 
harlot. 

Isaiah does not necessarily mean that 
Judah had forsaken the worship of 
God for idolatry. Verses 10-17 would 
seem to indicate otherwise. It is in- 
fidelity of heart that he has in mind, 
however it may express itself; and in- 
fidelity of life that is quite compatible 
with manifestations of loyalty through 
worship, “‘just as Jesus described the 
people of his own time as an ‘adulterous 
generation’ notwithstanding the pharisa- 
ical strictness with which the worship 
of Jehovah was then observed.” The 
convenant or contract that bound Judah 
and Jehovah together, and which alone 
assured Judah of God’s favor, was 
founded upon righteousness in behavior 
and in justice for all elements of the 
population. But now instead of right- 
eousness and justice, there is a wanton 
disregard for life, which is the direct 
opposite, the most crying violation of 
both. 

In vs. 22 presents the same picture 
under another figure: ‘Thy silver (all 
that was best in the city’s life, including 
purity of morals and excellence of char- 
acter) has become dross (i. e., mixed 
with impurities, debased); thy wine (all 
that gave quality and tone to the city’s 
life mixed (or weakened) with water.”’ 

We do not know exactly what Isaiah 
had in mind, but here is a picture of 
our present-day civilization as seen by 
Prof. P. A. Sorokin, formerly head of 
the department of sociology in Harvard 
University: ‘‘Radio programs are little 
more than mere drivel about ‘wine, wo- 
men and laxatives.’ Competent arbiters 
are replaced by, the qualified ignora- 
muses of the daily press, of radio, of 
various forums, by writers of best 
sellers and of other varieties of cultural 
chewing gum.’. .Between 70 and 80 
per cent of all modern movies are built 
exclusively on the two themes of crime 
and sexual love... The truth is ‘what 
is convenient for me.’ All along the 
line is qualitative deterioration, the 


‘acquaint youth with reality. 


substitution of means for ends. KEdu- 
cation has forgotten its purpose, to 
Law is 
considered a device of clever hypocrites 
to fool exploited simpletons. The fam- 
ily. . .has abdicated its historic role 
as a religious and socializing agency 

. .No contract has lasting value made 
between double-crossers, whether they 
are individuals, partners to a marriage, 
labor-capital groups, and their repre- 
sentatives or dictators, or between na- 
tions. Since men regard God as dead 
they live solely by their lusts. Suicides 
multiply. . . Physical strength increases 
while moral strength grows feeble.” (A 
partial summary drawn by D. W. Soper 
in Theology Today.) 

This picture may or may not be over- 
drawn (what do you think?) but some- 
thing like this in terms of his own day 
is what Isaiah must have had in mind 
when he wrote, ‘‘Thy silver is become 
dross, thy wine water.” 

In verse 23 Isaiah turns to the poli- 
tical heads of his own day, the men 
who so largely set the tone of society 
as a whole. He describes first their 
relation to God and then to man. They 
flout divine authority and become the 
friends and accomplices of thieves. 
They have links, in other words, with 
the underworld. They connive at ex- 
tortion, wink at lawbreaking (gambling, 
prostitution perhaps), and receive in 
return a share of the spoils. The whole 
social fabric has become affected. 
“Everyone loveth bribes and followeth 
after rewards.”’ There is general agree- 
ment that it was wholesale corruption 
of this sort that explains the collapse 
ot Chiang Kai Chek’s government in 
China. When government officials be- 
come corrupt, when business men seek 
to win juicy contracts by presenting 
‘gifts’? to those who are in a position 
to favor them, then the whole social 
fabric is weakened. Widows and or- 
phans, having no bribes to offer, no 
favors to bestow, are left out in the 
cold. 


2. The Judgment, 1:24-28 


Men who thus abuse their position 
to enrich themselves at the expense of 
others and adversaries and enemies of 
God, thwarting his wishes and purposes 
for mankind. “Therefore saith tre 
Lord Jehovah of Hosts, the Mighty one 
of Israel, AH, I will ease me (i. e., 
get rid) of mine adversaries and avenge 
me of mine enemies. And [ will turn 
my hand upon thee, -’As long as 
God leaves a person or a nation alone 
his hand is at rest. When God begins 
to act in any situation his hand is in 
mction. It may move toward mankind 
to punish or to save. Here, and this 
is generally the case, both are involved. 
The prophet illustrates this double ac- 
tion by using again the figure he had 
employed in vs. 22. The base metal 
must be purged that the good metal 
may again be restored. 
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In vs. 26 he drops the figure and 
speaks in plain and simple language. 


God will bring about a political upset. 


The old administration will be turned 
out; a new, reform administration will 
replace it; Jerusalem will again be 
known as “the city of righteousness,” 
a city faithful to its divine obligations, 
and therefore truly dedicated to the 
welfare of all its inhabitants. It is not 
certain whether vs. 27 means God’s own 
justice and God’s own righteousness 
guarantees that this redemption will 
take place; or whether the redemption 
that God will effectuate will manifest it- 
self in justice and righteousness on the 
part of the people. Both are true and 
may be included. But this redemption 
also involves God’s judgment upon the 
wicked, so ‘“‘the destruction of transgres- 
sors and sinners shall be together and 
they that forsake Jehovah shall be con- 
sumed.”’ 

For further consideration: How can 
we explain the fact that moral deteri- 
oration so often takes hold of a nation? 
Is it due primarily to the failure of the 
church, or of the home, or to secular 
forces which determine the ideals of a 
society, like the radio, the movies, the 
best-selling novels, or what? Is it a 
sudden failure or one which creeps 
slowly and insensibly over a society? 
Are there signs of dangers of such 
deterioration in our own national life? 
What are they? What should we do 
about them? If we have an incompetent 
administration in city, state or nation, 
who is to blame? Do Christians take 
enough interest in politics? Can we ex- 
pect God to work a political reforma- 
tion if we do not do our own part? 


II. God and the Nations, Isaiah 19: 19-25 


Isaiah was convinced, as were all the 
other prophets, that a righteous God 
was concerned not only with the inter- 
ests of his own nation, but with those 
of all nations, and that he had an end 
in view. An indication of this is found 
in Chapter 19, which brings before us 
an oracle on Egypt, one of the two great 
world powers of the day. 
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Verses 1-15 describe the divine judg- 
ment on Egypt, which, as the. prophet 
pictures it, is executed by Jehovah him- 
self in person. Riding on a swift cloud 
he makes his presence felt in the Nile 
Valley; the political, religious and in- 
dustrial condition of the country are all 
affected. Verses 16 on describe the 
effect of this divine judgment, which 
culminates in the conversion of Egypt 
to the true religion. 

It is interesting to observe the vari- 
ous stages in this conversion. First, 
there is stark, unrelieved terror, prob- 
ably the consequence of military defeat 
(vss. 16-17). Second, there are a few 
cities (five is probably a round number) 
given over to the worship of Jehovah 
(vs. 18). These may be Egyptian cities 
which have come over to the worship 
of Jehovah, but much more likely they 
are Jewish colonies in Egypt (which 
were later established). Third, an altar 
and a pillar, the mark of a holy place, 
shall be erected. In other words there 
shall be a public witness erected to the 
new faith that has now found an en- 
trance into the land (vs. 19). By 
means of these religious observances 
carried on by Jewish colonists and pros- 
leytes the name of Jehovah will become 
known through Israel, 

Finally in some time of trouble, the 
Egyptians will turn to God instead of 
to their false gods, and learn to know 
him through his aaswer to their prayers 
(vss. 20-21). The Savior mentioned 
in vs. 20 is not necessarily the Messiah, 
but may be any one of God’s appointed 
leaders. 

Verse 22 seems to summarize the 
whole chapter up to this point. God 
would smite Egypt in time, even as 
Isaiah had already predicted we would 
smite Israel, but he would smite in 
order to heal, or he would smite and 
heal at the same time. The results of 
the judgment would be that Egypt 
would repent of her sins (always in- 
volved in returning) and turn to God 
and he would then listen to their entrea- 
ties and heal them. 

As the prophet sees it, that is always 
the purpose of God’s judgment upon 
the nations. The judgment comes in 
response to their sins, but the judg- 
ment always opens a new way to God’s 
blessing if only men will turn to him 
in true penitence and faith. 

The consequence of Egypt's conver- 
sion is sketched in vss. 23-25. Egypt 
and Assyria were the two world powers 
of Isaiah’s day, and Israel held the 
strategic place across the bridge which 
led from one to the other. These two 
great powers had been locked again and 
again in deadly conflict, and little na- 
tions like Palestine had been ground 
between them. But now Isaiah sees a 
highway leading from one to the other, 
and of course through Israel, a high- 
way linking all three nations in mutual 
amity and commerce, because they have 
a mutual faith, devotion to Jehovah and 
his twin ideals of righteousness and 


justice. These three nations will be 
linked together not to oppress mankind, 
as the great nations had oppressed all 
and sundry in days gone by, but to bless 
them. 

It may be that Isaiah’s prophecy was 
fulfilled in the Christian era, when both 
Assyria and Egypt were won to the 
Christian faith, and were used of God 
for the fuller blessing of mankind. It 
may be that the fulfillment still lies in 
the future. The ideal, which Isaiah 


necessarily described in terms of his 


own day, but destined for an even 
grander realization than Isaiah could 
imagine. He foresaw that the time 
would come 
which throughout history have sought 
to aggrandize themselves at the expense 
of other peoples, would be linked to- 
gether in some sort of world govern- 
ment, all seeking the common good. 
And that ideal still remains to be real- 
ized. It is the ideal which we must 
continue to seek, and which some day 
shall be realized. If the world powers 
of our own day do not learn to seek 
the common good, then in one way or 
another, God’s hand will be turned 
against us, and he will continue to 
smite and to heal, to smite in order 
that he may heal. Some day men shall 
realize that world government of some 
sort is a necessity if we are to avoid 
mutual destruction. 

In Isaiah’s vision religion had a funda- 
mental part. The basis of world govy- 
ernment as he saw it was a common 
faith and a common worship. And 
there is still no other basis on which 
world government can be erected, or 
through which world peace can be as- 
sured. 

“There are millions in the world who 
want to do something for peace,” said 
Senator Dulles in a recent address. The 
tragedy as he to pointed out is that so 
many become faddists and lose them- 
selves in futilities. Said he: 


*‘Men and women who have spiritual 
faith and who want to do something 
practical to preserve peace and to meet 
the challenge of communism have, in 
their local church, the most effective 
medium that exists. It is the churches 
that dependably keep alive and pass on 
from generation to generation belief in 
God, in moral law and in the spiritual 
nature of man. It is the churches that 
provide recruitment for the ministry. 
It is the churches that have missionary 
affiliations that spread great spiritual 
truths throughout the world. They 
have central agencies, like the Federal 
Council of Churches, that provide studies 
of world problems by qualified Christian 
statesmen. .The struggle for peace 
will never be won without the cumula- 
tive efforts of millions of individuals 
working in ways that develop moral 
power and organize it as mobile force. 
if believers would direct their zeal for 
peace more into church and missionary 
channels the prospects of war would 
steadily recede.”’ 


Certainly Isaiah was right. Defensive 
military measures are necessary, but 
world peace will not be assured until 
there is a common faith. 
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BOOK NOTES 


WITNESS TO THE LIGHT, F. D. 
Maurice’s message for today. Alec R. 
Vidler. Charles Scribner’s Sons. New 
York. 238 pp. $3.00. 

Frederick Denison Maurice was the 
greatest theologian produced by the 
Church of England in the ninteenth 
century. He had great influence on 
Charles Kingsley, F. J. A. Hort, F. W. 
Robertson, and on modern religious 
thought. Maurice is best known as a 
Christian Socialist but above all he was 
a theologian. 

The present work is a sympthetic 
exposition of Maurice’s thought. The 
author treats Maurice’s theology under 
the following chapter headings: The 
Head and King of the Race, The Idea 
of a church Universal, The Sacrament 
of Constant Union (Baptism), Other 
Signs of the Kingdom of Christ (Creeds, 
Forms of worship, Eucharist, Ministry), 
The Book of the Ways ot God (Bible), 
A Living Politics, A United Confession 
of the Name (Anglicanism). 

This is an authoritative interpreta- 
tion. No one who wants to understand 
Maurice can neglect it. The author has 
carefully studied all of Maurice’s writ- 
ings as well as the numerous writings 
about him. He has given documentary 
evidence for his statements, with numer- 
ous quotations from Maurice’s works. 
The clarity, readableness and interest 
of the volume are to be commended. 

This book will probably have a limited 
circulation among laymen as it is de- 
signed more for theologians and church 
historians. Those who read it will have 
a deeper appreciation of F. D. Maurice 
and will receive personal enrichment 
from the mind of a great theologian. 

T. WATSON STREET. 

Austin, Texas. 





RESURGENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 
By Taito Alamar Kantonen. Muhlen- 
burg Press, Philadelphia. $3.00. 

The author believes that we need a 
fresh insight into the theology of Martin 
Luther because of the breakdown of 
modern civilization and because of the 
failure of both fundamentalism and 
modernism to meet the situation. Men do 
not know how to offset the tyranny of 
time and chance and the threat of catas- 
trophe. Fundamentalism tried to de- 
fend the citadel of faith with obsolete 
weapons. Modernism simply left it be- 
hind. Consequently, only a revival of 
Protestant theology as set forth by the 
great Reformers, especially Luther, can 
speak to the distressing conditions of 
our time. 

Justification by faith, the authority of 
the Word of God and the universal 
priesthood of believers are the three 
main principles of Luther’s system of 
thought. Each of these doctrines is 
clearly explained and its Scriptural back- 
ground is given. Kantonen also shows 
the significance of each of these prin- 
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ciples for a world ripe for destruction 
by inventions and discoveries which 
man’s sinfulness renders him unable 
to use for the welfare of humanity. 

Dr. Kantonen is better at criticism 
and exposition than he is at applying 
the doctrines to the present. He gives 
an excellent treatment of Luther’s basic 
ideas. Ministers and laymen will find 
these portions of the book most helpful. 
There is much here that every Protes- 
tant should know. The difference be- 
tween Luther and Calvin are really 
small compared with the great body of 
doctrine concerning which they were 
in agreement. A work of this kind will 
help us to recover the ’tang of reality’ 
which these doctrines had for men who 
were willing to die for them. 

Many readers will wish the author 
could have made Luther speak more 
effectively to our age of the doctrine 
of love. In our society love in the pro- 
foundest Christian sense demands more 
than charity to the needy or the less 
fortunate. Also, Luther’s idea of serv- 
ing God IN life’s calling apparently 
needs to be made more flexible if we 
are not to return to the static sort of 
society of the sixteenth century. Society 
today, especially in our country, is too 
fluid to counsel men to remain satisfied 
in whatever station they find themselves 
in life. We do not see why we should 
believe that a ‘leaden’ society pleases 
God better than a liquid one. 

FELIX B. GEAR. 

Decatur, Ga. 


THE ARTS OF THE CHURCH. By 
Richard H,. Ritter. The Pilgrim Press. 
Boston. 146 pp. $4.00. , 

Recently Protestants have been doing 
much thinking and some writing about 
the relation of art to worship and the 
Church. The author of the _ book, 
formerly a Presbyterian, now a Congre- 
gational minister, has been a member 
of the Congregational-Christian Arts 
Guild which appointed him to do the 
work. His book is based upon the 
studies and research of this guild. His 
thesis is ‘“‘that by the carefully planned 
use of many arts our common worship 
can be made more powerful and more 
significant.”” Dr. Ritter contends that 
the object of church art is not beauty 
but the earnest expression of the 
thoughts and feelings of a church group 
at worship. He deals with church arch- 
itecture, music, literature, drama, paint- 
Ministers and build- 
ing committees will find this book a 
valuable aid in planning the worship 
and building of the church, 

C. GRIER DAVIS. 

Asheville, N. C. 
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—HOME MISSIONS--- 


A PROGRAM IN WHICH 


Suen MENIBER 


CAN PARTICIPATE 


Were cs the Opportunity... 


e NEW COMMUNITIES ARE DEVELOPING 


e HUNDREDS OF YOUNG ADULT HOMES ARE 
BEING ESTABLISHED 


e THOUSANDS OF YOUNG CHILDREN ARE 
NOT RECEIVING CHRISTIAN INSTRUCTION 
THE CHURCH MUST BE READY TO MINISTER! 


Learn of the NEED 
Study the Home Mission Book 
Find out where the Church money is being invested 


ee suer! Pray that God's Spirit will bring a vision 
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